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T CHANGED MY NAME!

T.'\' Was a huge G'MO‘HOHOl -}hing

and T am shill worried people
will +hink itis weird but really
i+ was so much work and T hacl

Yo be reolly real|1 RRAVE.







And -

they are someTimes

—.[ \O\le \lOUf \GS'|' namel,.
Where does it come from ¢

W\Grkeo\ w'ﬁr\n the wickedness

ot \mslror(ﬂ and ifs long P%alonojeg)
f‘e&c\mnq into the Presen#

F oL WWF/@@!
N

OKYY\M% QOY\\/GY\JF\OHQ GVOUWU{

WOmen N Some wesTern
COWJ(GXJFS QY € Jusjr %ross.



Yo for lots of Western women
NOMING conventions are like this:

Women Can't be "yunior” or T
oY "]ﬂ:“ even if Jrhey are nameol

ofter o ParemL.

A woman usually gets her Tathers
last name.

\When Fhis woman gets
marr'\eo\ She gwes uP e

5; o&\ner's "\ame Omd o\o\opjfs 1
Ner new husband's name. |

Al\ the children of that
Marriage Mot the

woman makes WITH
HER BQDY will also

\(\Q\IQ hecr \r\usboﬂo\‘s n"ame.

Sufeﬁ'\(\(\es have changed
Q\Nnce 'W\e O\Otrk QQjGS but no+

so much, really.




No Seriousle i+ is insane and yeJr
‘\'O‘\'a“ul Qm-b(‘aﬂol For Pa+riaroh\j :

|+ is historically all about a woman's
| status — "a |egal formation

leaa
‘hat held that no female person had
a leqal dentity...a female baby was

Covered by her Father's iden’ru"rj, and then
when she was married, by her husband's.

She becomes — and this 1S the Phrase-—-
LEGA\.\:{ DEADj So it's not that

womer) take the lastnames of
'l'\f\eir“ hUSbondS‘, which s how we

‘I‘hlﬂk OQ + — |-\"$ ‘Hﬂa'|' "'heY
beCOme Pa(‘+ OP 'H’lﬁ, l’quband}S

20ODY. She does not exisT in
the law, OHIVJ +he husband does.

~ Catherine Allgor

"Coverture: The Word You
Probobhd Don't

Know But
Shoulo\.' (2012)




Yeah, but coverture was only a thing n
N\ED\E\/AL ‘Plr\m'&f‘SjI 1 can V\ear PeOP|€

\j\eajvm%y,

“Thm%g are all better now'’




While coverture has

been amended in lots of WAYS
Since medieval Times, s
has still hot been abolished

Qo while it can be so very
romantic and meaningful
‘o take Your husband's
name . remember that
this +radition is
connected to The
system tThat

nade marifal

ra?e \e%al

ontil the 19908

A\ﬂd +h ajr Jr\f\cire: 1S
STILL no € c}/ual righ*rg

amenadment




When L go+ married 1

Yook My husband's name

because L loved him —

And T loved the newness ot
+ all and +he romance and

it was fradition.

:H' Was o Kind ot
(3'\“ +0 My New

husbomo\, o bfg
symbol of My

commitment
onad our Um'Jrj(.

(Excep+ 't was
f‘eall\{ ')us+ S‘horing
nim up as the
heod of ¥he
household )

any children
WOUId ha ve

his name.




I wanted My children to
be mne — but also OUrS.

But ours would have to

be his, Maqbe if L reollj
pu shed they could have
been mine. BU\J\' We Werc
ol his. Al of wus.

Ano\ \‘\' W Qs
Su??osed Yo be

comantic and
cofe but 1

sYorted 1o




W hen YyOou ge\' o\iVorceol YOu
S’fcmd N cour‘Jr N {:r‘onjr OF Jrhe
Judge N the ashes of your

litte dreams ond you have to
Jecide right them who you ore
A0iNQ o be now.




And you stand there and v V
1 oll Flies by—



The courts wil let you go
bock TO YOur maiden Name.

\J CONDENSED

'+ never felt lLike
m \ne -—-J\AS‘\' borrowed aﬂd

T CameeH- like - +he- Sou‘p .‘.



Or YOU con keep your: married name.

W Mare

T+ was leaden

ond T wondered if T

Would meet and ma rrg

a man with o bettec
name or tinally give up
ond 90 back to my ’\:a{’her"s

Name and it Was 0AI0US
Mok Ynis was even i

WOy

O

all | | S

SW.







Then oNne
night T watched

the movie

with My daqﬂh’rer‘s
and in i+ there 1s
scene where the
main character (who




But what if PeoP\e Fhink it's
WEIRD or CRAZY ?




T dra
becau;‘zg;d my Feet in Tellin
o Was Q ll'H’le S g PeOP’e
\, T & or s Jr;(Jtrecl of what
me...

,VV\\S (S SO Cral\{ and S
q who o\Qes s OM(g PcoPle




Just, like, changing

her name?’

Y's because

SHE'S ONTO SOMETHING or
SHE |S NO LONGER OLAYING BY

THE RULES OF |
P AT R\ AR C HY The “crazy woman

has become a Knee-
) Jerk way to PmL women

G intheirplace. L ogrow

N

‘
X

”SfoP the rhetoric ... 1f a

man says a woman IS craq oY

difficult ask him: what bad -ratalie
*hinc} did you do o hee?"

9%
/’ » ”” Y Quys use to Shame women into
"”,‘ comP\i'a_nc?._'_ 1's a way ?F

o,
L

"'Crazy is one of the five deadly words

" over her own life."

’ ~Harris O‘N\GHEY

JU B






| _F \ . g %%Q% . Yo
That means L +hink tor a |V|ncj] Pling, G %a,
- \ /i Ea qr;;ﬂ Ly 's_a:;ﬂ.‘r §, aq
but T also means that I have bﬁgrs.‘;
g
4

'\'O Sek. m\ﬁ \asjr name ?\"eaking

EVERYWHERE.

It is o very ?u\:\ic oxictence that relies
heavily on name TeCO%ﬂi‘hOﬂ
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AND ACADEMIC WOMEN




Nawe chanaes are uniqueluj

visible in an academic career /
because of the centrality of the

Pu\olica“'ion record.

PeoP\e *hough'} that women

academics who c\nanged their
names ot marriage exhibited

hi(ﬁher levels of competence and
Qommi’rmen*l', as "behaviors 'H\a{' are

Consistent with gendereo\

expectations are evaluated more
‘Fa\lombwf‘\

/| .
Female academicS who
change heir surname

are rewarded for complying
with PrescriP‘rive qender
Stereotypes ona for Fitting
info the expected Caregiver

\
f‘O\e -‘ (stefanova, Latu & Tay lor, 2013)

1T s a\mo5+

like the name game
S proxy for
something else...

What could it
RE? 77




%UT PerCePHOHS are

not citations
3! Change

My Nadme T om

Pofen+iq\\\! | ost
to Science, to the
Citations my career

olepe nds on While

+Q\<\'nq my husband's
name makes academic

colleagues value me
Yor me,e,\-in% creepy

%eﬂde,r exPec,+a+ oNns
that will ProbabM \

the. \OV\O‘S I
change N my nome

O\O&ma%es mtﬁ

Ocao\emf C recorol . Bu‘l’ .







OK!
T've decided T want

o name that is all my

own. Where do T
even Start?

background or even YOur

Cavorite color or animal or
Elower or, well, amj-lhincj.









T wanted an historical

And I wanted

a little connection
TO my Own
heritaoe and

| cul+ure.
T wanted it to evoke
/waw and W and ,% /7




I looked and looked
and nothing popped
up. Until one day ]

came across the f"’%”*










T went with

T mean it's cute
as a \Du++on and

+ is a very common

name achua”Y_

I+ means person who
lives b\, the little pear

Jrf‘ee. It alSO Sometimes
means 0 PEFSON who walks

with a little Spring in their
step. Tt also means
small as in a tiny creature or Yo

indicate a little thing
(‘fhe'peerie Sk are the Fairies*.)

T told o Ceiend about it
ond she said  Oh SaH)/

1T 1S Perfecﬂr and 100% the
oicl you used tobe ! Ang
are 400N " And she

wWas RiGRT.




AND L AM JUST
sucH A PERSON



/A\Y\d\ 1 es Pec{o\\\\/
\\'ke_ that l'Jr nas




When you are getting
macried or divorced you
¢ an chon%e Your nName
preHj easiIY — but upon
divorce you can ONLY 90

back ’ro \Iour“ Previous name

(wnder coverture a woman Hhen
reverts to her Cother's name

ana ownershiP) et 1S Kind
ot ross 13 you feall?/ HhinK

Oboujr it.

1 s o massive par
N the ASS.




Fivst you will need To

assemble every sm%le
\denjriJrY documenJr you have

ever had issued 1N ‘he

history of evev.

N~

\/OU\ 'GH out an aF{DUCmLme
ond pay a couple hundred

The most imPONLamL ones buckS and make an affidavit

%O back to COVEF"'UY“Q- or "'WO Olﬂd 'H’]eﬂ YOUL

BirHﬂ Cer‘h?iCaTe & Divorce \nave ‘o take out an
Decree. All the name stuff. AD\/;RT[SEMENT n The

NeWSpaper and wait Tor

. o fewy WeeKs Yo see IT
OY]YOY]E;‘- oujr there WOerS
1 This also CosTS

10 objec
Money ond 1T Can be
soct OF eird and not

Qee\ beeajr.
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....w>m.~..‘0 0 4V U_BG__G?,D 24 10+ \/mgocc 30 mw_fw
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buiytawos sOM y1 3T howt 41 puo '§SU0Y 3Q
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511 4! +1n0q0 SN0 Ayt 4OUM 3SRYWY
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That was a LOT of hard work
oand while 1T Tfurned ouf okay for

me, we are Still p\aym% the name
%ame i SO YYlOlnY Wa\lsl MOSHY

because coverture 1S still very much
alive ond well and \ﬂio\in% N our

J\'Y‘Od'\hOﬂS‘ Gﬂd hab]{-us_ %u\'\' \(:
we \ooK outside of the curren+
and hisTorical c'\s\nc*eronormaﬁ\/e

Yece ace liberatory o\tecnatives.



Q(\O\ \o\eV\Jr\*‘\eS Oﬂd cvev)

MOryiage Crom coverture.

This s ?or\' of
whot Sreaked

Some ?eoP\e out
about goy Warriage.

Queering and otherwise
ComP‘icaJﬁng Q IneJreronor“maﬂve

mshjru‘n'on +oo|< CY‘eaJriviﬂ Omd gu S



Some peop\e keep their names.

Some+imes a husband takes
his wite's surname *

SOW\e times both por+ners
hyphenate.

Sometimes o couple mafes
up a whole new name together,
or ‘Hﬂey Combine +heir NAMeS

to make o YVWMW~ Surname all

'Hneir OWW I

>
l

y

A
:
\

¢/



And |0+S of +r‘an59endcr‘

People rename -I-hemselVeS
outside of +he whole

Cishe+ero name givmg

and marriage -changing
universe and challenging
patriarchal systems in
WOYS that open ul:)
possibilities for us all.




AV\()\ \\f\eV\JrablY \(: You do Oﬂ?/
OQ -\\nese Jr\n'mcas PeoFle wh ||

b\ea\' abomL hOW Cfazy 0”0’
Weird you are but they can
all fuck r\'%hjr ot F

all the way ot ¥F.




AY\Gl Whlle I"n)/ E'XPer‘fEnCe
was NOT So AWE SOME

P\O‘ce to think about mYSefF
sutside of that Sys+em' lots
of women choose to taKe

o male pactners nam €

and we are NOT qo'Nng

‘\'o S'l'omP on

+hem .




Journals dre doing
+his alread5 (+hanks

Jrrons Pe,oPlel.)
- (Get an ORCID id

and use it on

U Lobby state officials

Yo allow divorcing women
Yo choose a new name AND

——

create an option for new Surnames
for minor children

@ PASS THE ERA .



P SQH\{ Compbe\\ Pirie is

[/ ofessor of Child and Family
~ Studies at The University of

Massachusejrjrs @ Amhersjr. She 1S a

| visual artist and arts-based researcher
and the author [illustrator behind

the MWMMW

comic research methods fexts
and lots of other fun stuff under

0. previous surname. Keep up
with hecr Projec’rs at

WWW. Sal|ypirie.com \V

h‘rlf?'a: llorcid. org‘l OOOO-OOOI- 9005-F534
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